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RELATIONS WITH FRANCE.

The first of these storms broke in 1884, as the result
of the advance of France through Annam (Cochin
China and Tongking) to the borders of Kuangtung
and Kuangsi. The adventurous and ambitious policy
of France, and the development of her great dreams
of a colonial empire realised at China's expense in
those regions, were undoubtedly attributable in great
measure to the French Government's recollection of
the indignities suffered at Tientsin in 1870, and of
the advantage which Li Hung-chang had taken on
that occasion of the insuperable embarrassments of
the Republic. While French expeditions were steadily
advancing through Annam in the later 'seventies, the
Chinese Government did nothing, either by military or
diplomatic measures, for the protection of that vassal
kingdom. Later, when Captain Riviere's expedi-
tion had given palpable indications of a danger-
ously ambitious programme, the Chinese Minister
in Paris (Marquis Tseng Chi-tse) was instructed
to inform the French Government that any attack
on Sontay and Bacninh would be regarded as a
casus belli. These cities were taken by the French
forces in the spring of 1884, and not only was the
Tsung-li Yamen incapable of devising any means of
active resistance, but it became consumed with
unconcealed anxiety as to the possibility of an attack
upon Canton. To Li Himg-chang, as usual, fell the
task of averting this calamity.

After the Gamier expedition in 1874, France had
concluded a Treaty with the King of Annam, which
was officially communicated to the Chinese Govern-
ment in May, 1875, and formally acknowledged.